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Piotr and Elisaveta descended towards the boat landing. Two rowing-boats seemed to rock on the water, though 
there was no breeze and the water was smooth like a mirror. A little farther, behind the bushes, the canvas roof 
of the bath-house stood revealed. Elena, Misha, and Miss Harrison were already there. They were sitting on a 
bench halfway down the slope, where the path to the landing was broken. The view from here, showing the bend 
of the river, was very restful. The water was growing darker, heavier, gradually assuming a lead like dullness. 
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On this boy Mrs. Ponsonby had founded all her hopes of a renewal of happiness for her cousin; but when she 
had left England there had been little amalgamation between the volatile animated boy, and his grave unbending 
father. She could not conjure up any more comfortable picture of them than the child uneasily perched on his 
papa's knee, looking wistfully for a way of escape, and his father with an air of having lifted him up as a duty, 
without knowing what to do with him or to say to him. 
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I pictured to myself my Third of Hussars waiting just outside that window, with kettle-drums and standards and 
leopard-skin saddlecloths all complete. Then I would work like a madman, until my iron was crusted with 
blood, as if with rust. And so, night by night, I loosened that stony plaster, and hid it away in the stuffing of my 
pillow, until the hour came when the iron shook; and then with one good wrench it came off in my hand, and my 
first step had been made towards freedom. 
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The income of the school, with their former well-husbanded means, was affluence for the style to which he 
aspired; and his grandmother, though her menus  had once doubled her present revenue, regarded it as the same 
magnificent advance, and was ready to launch into the extravagance of an additional servant, and of fitting up 
the long-disused drawing-room, and the dining-parlour, hitherto called the school-room, and kicked and hacked 
by thirty years of boys. She and Clara would betake themselves to their present little sitting room, and make the 
drawing-room pleasant and beautiful for the bride. 
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Upon one small lawn, in the shade of old trees, whose foliage protected them from the hot glare of the Dragon, 
making it pleasantly cool and pleasantly dark there, a number of small boys and girls, dressed in white, had 
formed a ring and were dancing. As the sisters approached them the children dispersed. They scampered off so 
quietly that they barely made a sound even when they brushed against the twigs; they vanished as though they 
had not been there. 
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In response to the Governor's cry a detachment of Cossacks came flying. Without noticing Trirodov and the 
children, they swept along past them and savagely flourished their whips. The dead, pressed from behind by the 
Cossacks' horses, became a confused, wavering mass, and answered with malignant laughter to the blows of the 
whips upon their lifeless bodies. 
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He opened a cupboard, with a good deal of jingling of a great bunch of keys, and produced the register; a grim-
looking volume bound in dingy leather, and calculated to inspire gloomy feelings in the minds of the 
bridegrooms and brides who had occasion to inscribe their names therein; a volume upon which the loves and 
the graces who hover around the entrance to the matrimonial state had shed no ray of glamour. 
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So I think ALFIC can only be carried so far and the “A” for approximate is there with meaning. The birds can 
navigate using the ozone to within a nominal distance, maybe to within 100km maybe more. But after that they 
are trying to return to a loft which they have been flying around for months or years. They pick up a wide 
variety of other home scents which they recognise. Scents from the local vegetation, from farms, from the 
village saddler and so on. As I mentioned in Chapter Three there might very well be strong magnetic anomalies 
that they use as final locating signals.  
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The two months following were rough and uneven. He had to borrow continually from Brauer, meet Hilmer 
with a bland smile, suffer the covert sarcasms of his wife. Some money came in, but it barely kept things 
moving. His broker friend had been right--the payment of any premiums but fire premiums dragged on "till the 
cows came home." Many of the policies that had seemed so easy to write up came back for total cancellation.  
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Moreover, he was interested in the revival of Palestrina at St. Joseph's, and he liked Ferrabosco's pavane. He 
would like to have a harpsichord; even if he did not play on it much, it would be a beautiful, characteristic piece 
of furniture.... And it would be a good idea to ask Mr. Innes to bring all his queer instruments to Berkeley 
Square, and give a concert to-morrow night after his dinner-party. His friends had bored him with Hungarian 
bands, and the improvisations the bands had been improvising for the last ten years, and he saw no reason why 
he should not bore them, just for a change, with Mr. Innes. 
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